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A New Wave of Persecution Against the Women’s Movement In Iran

Statement Prepared by Association des Chercheurs Iraniens
10 February 2009 marked the thirtieth anniversary of the Islamic Revolution in Iran. Thirty years ago new laws were drafted for Iran’s first Republic, an Islamic Republic. These laws were based upon Islamic teachings and interpretations of Ayatollah Khomeini, the leader of the Revolution and founding father of the Islamic Republic. The Revolution and the new Republic promised freedom, justice and equality. Yet, for the last thirty years these laws have enabled legal discrimination against Iranian women and Iran’s religious minorities. 

The near doubling of the population in the last thirty years means that eight out of ten of Iranians are below forty years of age.  None of the aspirational promises of the Revolution have been realised and coupled with human rights violations these children have now grown up demanding equal rights and justice.

Faced with social and legal discrimination, as well as cultural barriers, Iranian women have found creative and inspirational ways of working towards gaining equal social and political rights. And remarkably, despite facing extreme, many times violent, opposition against their demands they have remained at the epicentre of social change.  However, in the last few weeks the situation for human rights defenders and particularly women has deteriorated.

While during the first ten days of February 2009 the proponents of the Islamic regime marched to celebrate its thirtieth birthday its security and law enforcement forces marched into private homes. Along with arbitrary arrests and detentions they have enforced an unjust verdict for a 57 year old teacher who had peacefully participated in the 12 June demonstration of 2006. The demonstration itself was broken up violently by female police using electric batons and pepper spray. Hundreds were arrested many sustaining injury during arrest. Alieh Eghdamdoost had remained in detention for one week. She was convicted a year later to serve three years and four months in jail and to receiving twenty lashes. This was later reduced to three years. Others with exactly the same charge have received less custodial term and some have even been acquitted. This in turn demonstrated the arbitrary and personal nature of Islamic justice as interpreted and applied in Iran. Furthermore, the unjust and biased manner of the hearings in themselves are yet another example of the Islamic Republic failing to observe international standards it is party to./-
Two Kurdish women’s rights defenders, Hana Abdi and Zeinab Bayazidi are already serving their prison term for raising awareness among the women of Iranian Kurdistan and another young Kurdish woman, Ronak Safarzadeh, remains in detention after sixteen months. The enforcement of Alieh Eghdamdoost’s sentence threatens many others in similar situation.

With increasing international pressure and expectations over the nuclear issue and the nearing of the tenth presidential elections the internal situation for Iran is worsening by the day. The international community and as the most universal and most representative organization in the world, the United Nations cannot and must not remain silent and forget these brave women who are paying the price for change by enduring arrests, detentions, torture and unjust imprisonments. 

Attached:
Annex 1 - List of Names of Those with Final Decisions on Their Cases


Annex 2 - List of Names of Those Engaged in the Appeals Procedure


Annex 3 - Background Note to the Discriminatory Laws
Annex 3

The Status of Women in Iran

Legal and Theological Barriers to Equality

1. The ancient country of Iran with its thousands of years of traditions stepped into modernity at breakneck speed in the first few decades of the twentieth century with the status of woman as its barometer of change. 

2. Iran’s culture and traditions had become intertwined deeply with the interpretations of the Shi’a clergy since the Safavid dynasty (1501 – 1732). Women were an invisible part of society kept under strict control of their man. The Constitutional Revolution (1906) and the fall of the Qajar dynasty (1794 to 1925) saw the beginning of change. 

3. On 7 January 1935 Reza Shah Pahlavi the founder of the Pahlavi dynasty decreed that the Chador or Islamic hejab was forbidden and women were no longer allowed in the public wearing the Chador. As harsh as this was for its time and was met with resistance, as a result of it women gradually gained access to education and slowly became part of the official work force. Although Iran’s Constitution was still inspired by Islam and an Islamic council oversaw the laws, women moved towards attaining equal rights. In 1963 Iranian women were finally given the right to vote despite expressed and organised opposition of the clergy including Ayatollah Khomeini in 1962. The petition for Iranian women to have the right to vote was originally presented to the Majles in 1943. The clergy argued that the existing laws protected the rights of women, that woman’s place was at home bringing up children and giving them the right to vote would drag the country into political chaos and social and religious depravity.

4. Following the Islamic Revolution of February 1979 and the coming into effect of the Islamic Constitution on 3 December 1979 women were forced back into wearing the Hejab in 1980. Yet again the status of women and their style of dress became the barometer for political change. While unable to return women into homes prohibitive and discriminatory laws have been drafted to restrict their access to higher education and employment. Paradoxically, because of the Islamic nature of the regime one positive consequence was the first time entry of girls from traditional families into the social sphere of education and employment

Hejab as a Tool of Control
5. The concept of hejab for the ruling clergy in Iran, however, is more than just a style of dress. Within it, it carries the whole Islamic viewpoints on chastity, religious morality, sexual desires, family and the concept of honour and shame.

6. Since 1979, the segregation of the sexes in Iran is physical as well as symbolic. The physical segregation is managed by having separate entrances for men and women to public buildings – guards control the observance of Islamic cover up or hejab for women - separate entrances and spaces in buses, periodically segregated seating arrangements in public spaces, closing of mixed schools, setting up single sex schools with same sex teachers, segregating universities to the detriment of female students, and so on.   

7. For its part, symbolic segregation is reflected in a dress code which shields the physical attributes of its wearer from the eyes of unrelated males with whom social intercourse should be limited or prohibited. Sexuality/sexual desire play a major role in drafting legislation. Islam recognises both female and male sexual urges
 and therefore insists on marriage at a young age and in the cases of men polygamy
 (for example as in Article 23 of the Draft Family Protection Bill).

8. In any event, this dress code functions as one of a number of possible forms of control of contacts between men and women in shared spaces. Physical and symbolic segregation are inherent in a social system where concepts of honour and shame are central to an understanding of relations between men and women, and therefore become the moral code operating in society. 

9. While in theory codes of honour and shame refer to the behaviour of both men and women, honour is seen more as men's responsibility and shame as women's. This division of honour and shame is related to the fact that honour is seen as actively achieved while shame is seen as passively defended, resulting in different expectations of behaviour from men and women .

10. Therefore, because Islamic hejab is not just a dress code but a whole culture, the ruling clergy have established legal Codes and numerous institutions, agencies and organisations to enforce it and ensure its observance. Legislation, customs and traditions, affected or inspired by interpretations of the Qoran and the Shari’a combine to define concepts of female roles and status within the society. In Iran, Islamic laws now sanction the traditional patriarchal culture and consequently women do not benefit from equal rights.

Draft Bills and Directives
Propagating the Culture of Chastity and Hejab

11. In April 2005, during the Khatami presidency, the High Council of the Cultural Revolution ratified a document entitled, ‘The Means and Ways of Propagating the Culture of Chastity and Hejab’. Following the presidential elections of May 2005 it became Ahmadinejad’s duty as the new head of the High Council of Cultural Revolution to ensure its implementation. On 3 January 2006 the ‘Executive Procedural Code for the Propagation of the Culture of Chastity and Hejab’ was ratified and passed on to twenty seven administrative departments within governmental ministries, agencies and forces
. 

12. This document demonstrates the true nature of the Islamic regime and its attitude towards women and how it proposes to change the present culture through stealth policies. Consequences of this document impact directly on the lives of women in Iran on all levels from their access to healthcare, education, employment, welfare support … to their status within the society.

13. In the last couple of years, as directed by this document, Islamic fashion shows have been organised by the Bassidj and the Disciplinary Forces
, thousands of women have been detained throughout Iran and now have criminal files
,
, policies on university segregations
 have been enforced, and women will be prohibited from attending universities in locations other than their paternal or marital home towns. 

Employment Policies

14. Based on an internet research carried out by ACI
 during Oct-Dec 2007 women of the 20-29 age group
 - forming the largest portion of the Iranian female population -identified financial insecurities (80.7%) as the their most important point of concern. This was closely followed by lack of security (72.6%), lack of job security (63.7%) and lack of a democratic system (60.8%).  Discrimination was listed their last issue of concern (47.8%). 

15. This desire for financial independence is reflected in the increasing number of women entering universities and acquiring higher degrees
. Yet the numbers of graduate and post graduate women in employment does not show this. According to the national census figures carried out in 2006, women age 10 years and above have a total share of 15% of the job market in Iran. 

16. Ahmadinejad’s traditional approach to women’s issues became evident when the name of the Centre for Women’s Participation was changed to Centre for Women and Family Affairs as soon as he took up office stressing the role of the woman within the family.

17. This traditional approach to the role of women was well demonstrated in the directive issued by the new Islamic Guidance Minister in October 2005. Safar-Harandi’s directive demanded that women should go home at the end of office hours to their families because their presence at home warmed the heart of the family unit
. This was met with such a strong protest by female workers that it was amended to read unnecessary overtime should not be given and shift work was not included.

Proposal to Reduce the Number of Work Hours for Women While Maintaining Full Pay

18. Earlier this year the President spoke of preparing a bill for reduction of number of hours women spend at work.  Reducing the number of hours women spend at work has been a preoccupation of the Ahmadinejad government from the beginning. The idea is founded upon the crucial role of the woman as a mother and that by working she may be failing in her duties as a wife and a mother. He believes that cooking cleaning and looking after children are just as worthwhile as work outside the home but that must never harm her role as the mother.
. In reflection of this governmental belief during August of 2007 the Education Ministry stipulated that it was only recruiting male teachers
. 

19. The Draft Bill sounds like a dream come true: less number of hours at work according to the number of children at home and two full days off during the month with full pay. In reality this reduces the desirability of women as prospective employees and makes it very difficult for those in employment.

Draft for Punishments for Disturbing the Psychological Security of the Society

20. In July 2008 the Legal Affairs Committee of the Majles passed three bills for reading in the Majles, the Draft Family Protection Code, the Draft Islamic Penal Code and the Draft for Punishments for Disturbing the Psychological Security of the Society. According to this Bill setting up internet sites is equated to rape, human trafficking and kidnapping. This is of major concern because the proposal is vaguely worded and is open to personal interpretation of the law enforcers. It narrows down the setting up and running of internet site to those that propagate moral corruption. Because the terminology used in the bill is the same as those when charging human rights activists the concern is that this is yet another set of laws for infringing on freedom of speech as well as another way of dealing with women’s rights websites that talk of equality.  For example by objecting to polygamy – because full and temporary marriages for men is an accepted part of the Shari’a – the women are disturbing public opinion by confusing the society about its values. In a meeting on 22 July 2008 The Centre for Defenders of Human Rights in Iran listed its objection to the totality of this draft bill.
 This proposal is scheduled for a further assessment by the Majles’s Culture Committee on 13 October 2008. 
Institutions, Agencies and Organisations
The Bassidj

21. The Bassidj have a section identified as: Judicial Agents for the Prevention of Vice in Society

Amr-e be Maroof va Nahy az Monker

22. In 1993 an institution headed by Ayatollah Janati
 was set up to coordinate and unify the activities of governmental agencies, organisation and forces - ‘Setad Ehyay Amr-e be Maroof va Nahy  az Monker’
. 

23. It could be argued that for an Islamic State this concept forms one of its founding stones. Qoran declares it as the defining mission for the Ummah: 

"You are the best community that has been raised for mankind. You enjoin good and forbid evil and you believe in Allah." [ 3:110]. 
24. Qoran declares promoting good as an attribute of believers and promoting evil as an attribute of hypocrites: 
"The believers, men and women, are protectors of each other: they enjoin what is right and forbid what is evil."[ 9:71] 
25. On the other hand: 
"The hypocrites, both men and women, proceed one from another. They enjoin the wrong and forbid the right..."[ 9:67] 
26. At a higher level this is a full time job for a qualified group to always monitor the direction of the society and fight deviations at a collective level:

"Let there arise out of you a group inviting to all that is good, enjoining what is right, and forbidding what is wrong. They are the ones to attain success."[ 3:104] 

27. On 6 September 2008 the Ahmadinejad government ratified a bill to turn this organisation into a Ministry
. Previously during August 2006 while there were talks that this Bill was being prepared a Directive was issued to all government offices and related agencies ordering them to set up such headquarters and enlist their employees as the eyes and ears of social and moral vice within their offices and ministries.

28. While on paper its members and agents who are members of public are warned against disruptive behaviour or use of force the true extent of their powers were exposed when last year a young female doctor, Zahra Bani Yaghoub, died (allegedly committed suicide) in their custody at their headquarters in the city of Hamadan
, 
. 

Social Protection Agency

29. On 7 November 2004 Ayatollah Shahrudi, the head of the Judicial Power, announced the establishment of The Social Protection Agency (Setad Hefazat Ejtemaie) within the Judicial system
. Many factions within the regime including some hard-line factions objected to this new intelligence agency as a parallel force and unnecessary. In March 2005, 150 lawyers wrote a letter of protest
 objecting to the illegality of such an organisation and the inadmissibility of its reports in court. 

30. This is an intelligence gathering agency for the observance of morality and vice offences. According to its mandate its agents do not have operative powers, only information gathering. They can either undergo training and become card carrying operatives or remain an ordinary registered member without an identity card. Its main area of operation concerns reporting on loose morality in localities, factories, the bazaar, universities, schools and women’s gatherings. 

31. It is interesting to note that on 6 July 2006 Ayatollah Shahrudi issued a directive to the judicial authorities on all levels throughout Iran to refrain from registering and relying on unfounded reports from unreliable sources
.

(NB. The articles of law quoted below are representative and not inclusive – they concern paragraphs and certain passages relevant to the legal discrimination of women)

The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

(here on the Islamic Constitution)

Adopted on: 24 Oct 1979; Effective since: 3 Dec 1979; Amended on: 28 July 1989 

From the Introduction to the Islamic Constitution:

32. Through the creation of Islamic social infrastructures, all the elements of humanity that served the multifaceted foreign exploitation shall regain their true identity and human rights. As a part of this process, it is only natural that women should benefit from a particularly large augmentation of their rights, because of the greater oppression that they suffered under the old regime. 

33. The family is the fundamental unit of society and the main centre for the growth and edification of human being. Compatibility with respect to belief and ideal, which provides the primary basis for man's development and growth, is the main consideration in the establishment of a family. It is the duty of the Islamic government to provide the necessary facilities for the attainment of this goal. This view of the family unit delivers woman from being regarded as an object or instrument in the service of promoting consumerism and exploitation. Not only does woman recover thereby her momentous and precious function of motherhood, rearing of ideologically committed human beings, she also assumes a pioneering social role and becomes the fellow struggler of man in all vital areas of life. Given the weighty responsibilities that woman thus assumes, she is accorded in Islam great value and nobility.

34. Article 3: In order to attain the objectives specified in Article 2, the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran has the duty of directing all its resources to the following goals: 

1) The creation of a favourable environment for the growth of moral virtues based on faith and piety and the struggle against all forms of vice and corruption; 

14) Securing the multifarious rights of all citizens, both women and men, and providing legal protection for all, as well as the equality of-all before the law; 

35. Article 4: ‘All civil, penal financial, economic, administrative, cultural, military, political, and other laws and regulations must be based on Islamic criteria. This principle applies absolutely and generally to all articles of the Constitution as well as to all other laws and regulations, and the jurists of the Guardian Council are judges in this matter.’

36. Article 19: ‘All people of Iran, whatever the ethnic group or tribe to which they belong, enjoy equal rights; and colour, race, language, and the like, do not bestow any privilege’. Missing from this list is the mention of gender and religion. This means that either could bestow privilege or discrimination as is clear from the rest of the Islamic Republic’s constitution. 

37. Article 20: All citizens of the country, both men and women, equally enjoy the protection of the law and enjoy all human, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, in conformity with Islamic criteria. 

38. There are two points to note on reading this Article:

Firstly, ‘all citizens of the country’ is explained as ‘men and women’ and not any citizen who is equal in the eyes of the law regardless of gender, ethnicity, religion etc.

Secondly, it does not state that they have equal rights but that they enjoy ‘equal protection’ of the law. However, the law is an Islamic one. Since Islamic law is open to personal interpretation, its fair and just application is arbitrary.

39. According to the Islamic Constitution, the majority decision of the twelve member ‘Guardian Council’ determines the interpretation of the Islamic law, the Shari’a, and whether new laws conform to the Islamic criteria. Therefore, because of the patriarchal nature of Islam, this is equal application of unequal laws.

40. Consequently according to Articles 19 and 20 of the Islamic Constitution, on one hand, equality in the eyes of the law does not include women and religion and on the other hand the equal protection of law divides men and women into groups and then only in the eyes of Islamic criteria as interpreted by Islamic Shi’a clerics. 

41. The Constitution carries one specific article concerning women, Article 21. It reads:

 “The government must ensure the rights of women in all respects, in conformity with Islamic criteria, and accomplish the following goals: 

· Create a favourable environment for the growth of woman's personality and the restoration of her rights, both the material and intellectual; 
· The protection of mothers, particularly during pregnancy and childbearing, and the protection of children without guardians; 

· Establishing competent courts to protect and preserve the family; 
· The provision of special insurance for widows, and aged women and women without support; 
· The awarding of guardianship of children to worthy mothers, in order to protect the interests of the children, in the absence of a legal guardian

42. The most important article concerning change is article 177, the last article of the Islamic Constitution. Article 177 states: “…The contents of the Articles of the Constitution related to the Islamic character of the political system; the basis of all the rules and regulations according to Islamic criteria; the religious footing; the objectives of the Islamic Republic of Iran; the democratic character of the government; the wilayat al-'mr the Imamate of Ummah; and the administration of the affairs of the country based on national referenda, official religion of Iran [Islam] and the school [Twelver Ja'fari] are unalterable.” (emphasis mine)

The Civil Code

43. Because of Article 4 of the Islamic Constitution the Civil Code was changed to reflect this. The teachings and interpretations of Ayatollah Khomeini as the founder of the Islamic Republic are one of the sources for the laws governing Iran at present. For this reason as well as the Qoran I have included his teachings in some sections. I should stress that in this report issues concerning inheritance have not been addressed although there too women are discriminated against.

44. Discrimination begins with the identification of the age of puberty as the age of penal responsibility. According to article 1201 a girl of eight years and nine months (9 lunar years) can be punished as an adult. This age is around fourteen years and five months for boys (15 Lunar Years)

45. Although in 2002 the age of marriage for girls was raised to 13, a girl could still be married at a younger age with her father’s permission and the Court’s consent (1041). In recognition of the fact that girls of young age can be married off and can sustain injury during sexual intercourse the proposed Islamic Penal Code has an increased section on Efza (Rectovaginal and anovaginal fistulas).

46. Upon marriage a woman must live with her husband (1114) unless living with him threatens her moral and physical integrity (1115). With court’s permission she can live somewhere else and her husband would still have to pay for her maintenance (1115). However, as soon as a woman leaves her marital home her husband could secure an order that she has disobeyed him and deserted the marital home and with this order she would not be entitled to any money.

47. When the marriage contract is being negotiated between the families of the bride and groom her dowry (provided by her family) and her bride’s worth (Mahriyeh offered by the groom’s family - 1078) will be settled. The bride’s worth according to Islamic teachings is based upon the woman’s virginity, family and social standing, her physical attributes and such like (1091).  This is also a bargaining tool in the woman’s hands in cases of divorce since she can offer to forgo any financial claim she has against her husband in return for divorce and child custody (1146).

48. Woman’s right to employment (1117) and travel (article 18[3] of the Passport Code) are also in the hands of her husband.

49. Unless she has negotiated her right to divorce in her marriage contract she can now apply for divorce (1130) as long as she can prove hardship and an irrevocable breakdown of their marriage. For example in domestic violence cases she must have secured convictions against her husband for battery.
50. The proposed Family Protection Bill does not alleviate any of the concerns of women’s rights activist and in fact because of its vague and general nature and the need for at least three further legislations. It has also not addressed the issues of employment and travel rights.
The Islamic Penal Code
51. Testimony of two women counting as one man, the life of a woman valued half of a man’s ( 300, 421-4) even before she is born (the life of an unborn female child is valued as half of an unborn male child – 487[6], 427-1[6]), the value of her sexual organs equal to the value of her life (479) and her life’s worth being less than the worth of man’s left testicle (435, 423-92), honour killings with impunity (220, 295(J)[2], 630, 331-1(4), 331-1(Note I),331-1(Note IV)), custodial sentences for her incorrect Islamic appearance (638) and the high emphasis on her virginity (particularly in the proposed Islamic Penal Code) are among discriminatory laws in the existing and proposed Islamic Penal Code.
52. The proposed Penal Code in its entirety has many faults from human rights viewpoints, specifically on the issue of religious freedoms and the rights of the child. As far as women are concerned it has not addressed the concerns over legalised honour killings, or the issues concerning unequal Diyat. The stress on the importance of family and chastity has resulted in a larger section concerning virginity and the amount of cash punishment a man would have to pay. 
International Obligations

53. Iran signed the International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) on 4 April 1968. They came into effect in Iran following their ratification by the Iranian Parliament on 24 June 1975.
54. In 1979 following the Islamic Revolution, the Islamic Republic remained signatory to these International Covenants on Human Rights without adding reservations or conditions. As such it became obliged to ensure the equal rights of all citizens of Iran to enjoy all economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights.
55. According to Articles 2.1
, 3
, 4.1
, 25
 and 26
 of the ICCPR and articles 2.2
, 3
 and 7(a)(i)
 of ICESCR equality between men and women must be guaranteed in internal laws.
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
56. The Guardian Council refused to ratify parliament's proposal on 12 August 2003 to accede to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women on the grounds that it did not conform to the Islamic criteria. This is despite the fact that other Islamic states such as Syria have ratified the Convention.

57. CEDAW includes standards that are contained in international human rights treaties mentioned above to which Iran is already a state party to. The Guardian Council's decision, therefore, undermined Iran's commitment to uphold international human rights.

58. Powerful conservative voices in the clergy had attacked the Convention as a violation of Islamic Shari’a law and seminary students and clerics condemned the parliament in protest marches held in the theological centre of town Qom. 

59. "This is just like other stereotyped western slogans like support for human rights, democracy, political prisoners and, very recently, the war on terrorism," Ayatollah Hossein Nouri-Hamedani was quoted as saying by the Iranian Students' News Agency (ISNA). "All these plots are meant to undermine Islam," he said. 
60. With the appointment of Zohreh Tabibzadeh-Nouri the fate of CEDAW at least under her directorship was sealed. In her first new conference Dr Tabibzadeh stated that as long as she was alive and the director of the Centre for Women and Family Affairs she would not allow Iran to join CEDAW
. In any event, with the victory of the conservative hardliners in the 2008 Parliamentary elections it seems highly unlikely that the parliament would even debate the issue again.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion the will to change the status of women in Iran, to bring it in line with Iran’s international obligations and international human rights standards is simply not there. Crucially it is not constitutionally possible either to change the laws because it would change the Islamicness of the regime and article 177 of the Islamic Constitution prohibits this. In any event the Islamic Republic has a different view of what a good Moslem woman should be to the realities of everyday life in Iran which is the only way of describing the paradox that is Iran of today. 

Women’s rights activist in Iran are doing an extraordinary job at grassroots level and for bringing the discrimination and shortcomings to international attention as well as raising awareness in Iran. Their successes in improving divorce and custody laws in 2002/3 is a testament to their resolve despite oppression, violence, arrest and detention. Furthermore, the recent success of their opposition to the Draft Family Protection Code is a good example of changing times and the reality that the advancement of women’s rights in Iran is only possible when men and women work together, in and out of Iran to bring pressure on the Islamic government in Iran. 

� In June 2007, Mustafa Pour-Mohamadi the Interior Minister stated that sexual desires of a fifteen year old boy cannot be ignored and because due to high unemployment and cost of living they cannot enter into full marriages they must be allowed to enter into temporary marriages. 05.06.2007 - http://www.bbc.co.uk/persian/iran/story/2007/06/070605_ka-short-marriage.shtml


� Yet, despite the fact that according to the present civil code girls as young as thirteen and boys as young as fifteen can legally marry average age of marriage has gone up from 19 for girls and 24 for boys (according to the last census before the Revolution carried out in 1976) to 23.2 for girls and 26.2 for boys based on figures published in 2006 by the Statistics Centre in Iran.


� The Islamic Guidance Ministry, Islamic Propagation Organisation, National Youth Organisation, Disciplinary Forces, Interior Ministry, the Islamic Parliament (Majles), Education Ministry, Science Ministry, Research, Health Ministry, State Radio and Television, Trade Ministry, Organisation of Righteous Guidance and Prohibition of Vice, Municipalities, Housing and Urban Planning Ministry, Finance Ministry, State Welfare Organisation, Foreign Ministry, Communications and Information Technology Ministry, Sports Ministry, The Centre for Women and Family affairs, Employment Ministry, State Management and Planning Ministry, the Judiciary, National Heritage and Tourism Organisation, the Bassidj, and Transport Ministry


� � HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/6213854.stm" ��http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/6213854.stm�


� HYPERLINK "http://shahrzaad.wordpress.com/2008/07/19/irans-3rd-intl-islamic-fashion-show/" ��http://shahrzaad.wordpress.com/2008/07/19/irans-3rd-intl-islamic-fashion-show/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nypost.com/photos/galleries/news/worldnews/20080721_iran_fashion/photo01.htm" ��http://www.nypost.com/photos/galleries/news/worldnews/20080721_iran_fashion/photo01.htm� 


� http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/04/world/middleeast/04tehran.html


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.radiofarda.com/Article/2008/01/08/f1_arrest_youth.html" ��http://www.radiofarda.com/Article/2008/01/08/f1_arrest_youth.html� - According to this news report in one province alone 19798 women were arrested for non observance of correct Islamic hejab. In another province 89% of the men and 95% of women were Islamicly guided with 11% of men and 3% or women arrested. Nevertheless, Ayatollah Janati the head of the Righteous Guidance and Prohibition of Vice complained that the concept was practiced in a half hearted way.


� � HYPERLINK "http://isna.ir/ISNA/NewsView.aspx?ID=News-1211764" ��http://isna.ir/ISNA/NewsView.aspx?ID=News-1211764� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.aciiran.com/English%20Ex%20Sum.pdf" ��http://www.aciiran.com/English%20Ex%20Sum.pdf� 


� Total number of women in Iran in the 20 – 29 age group is 8,064,356 according to the 2006 national census out of a total of 34,629,420 women. Total population is put at 70,495,782.


� This is despite the fact that according to a research carried out in Iran in 2003/2004 academic year the number of girls registering for high school was less than boys (46.33% girls , 53.66% boys)


 � HYPERLINK "http://8march.blogfa.com/post-18.aspx" ��http://8march.blogfa.com/post-18.aspx� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.tiknews.net/display/?ID=6450" ��http://www.tiknews.net/display/?ID=6450�


( به نقل از خبرگذاري ايلنا) : ((با توجه به نقش حساس زنان كشورمان در تعالي جامعه اسلامي و ضرورت حضور موثر بانوان در كانون گرم خانواده جهت ايفاي وظيفه حساس تربيت فرزندان به حسب دستور وزير محترم، مقتضي است از حضور همكاران خانم در كليه واحدها بعد از ساعت 18 خودداري فرمائيد.))


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.autnews.eu/archives/1387,04,00010200" ��http://www.autnews.eu/archives/1387,04,00010200�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.iran.ir/cms/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=5051&Itemid=113" ��http://www.iran.ir/cms/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=5051&Itemid=113�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aftabnews.ir/prtbf8b0.rhb05p.brrblh8uouii2u.r.html" ��http://www.aftabnews.ir/prtbf8b0.rhb05p.brrblh8uouii2u.r.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.aftabnews.ir/vdcfe1dw6mdjv.html" ��http://www.aftabnews.ir/vdcfe1dw6mdjv.html� 


� http://norooznews.ir/news/7883.php


� This is to point out a wrong doing according to the Shari’a and warning the offender of its evil consequences.


� Ayatollah Janati has been a permanent member of the Guardian Council for the last twenty eight years.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.setad-ehia.ir/index.html" ��http://www.setad-ehia.ir/index.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.roozonline.com/archives/2008/10/post_9450.php" ��http://www.roozonline.com/archives/2008/10/post_9450.php� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rferl.org/content/article/1079182.html" ��http://www.rferl.org/content/article/1079182.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.irwomen.info/spip.php?article4789" ��http://www.irwomen.info/spip.php?article4789� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/persian/iran/story/2004/11/printable/041107_a_iran_judiciary.shtml" ��http://www.bbc.co.uk/persian/iran/story/2004/11/printable/041107_a_iran_judiciary.shtml� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/persian/iran/story/2005/03/050312_sm-iran-judiciary.shtml" ��http://www.bbc.co.uk/persian/iran/story/2005/03/050312_sm-iran-judiciary.shtml� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://sharifnews.com/?19552" ��http://sharifnews.com/?19552� 





� In 2007 United Nations Populations Fund issued a report concerning fistula and has asked governments to increase the age of marriage for girls through legislation � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/ga/third/62/propslist.shtml" \t "_blank" �http://www.un.org/ga/third/62/propslist.shtml�.. UNPF has also set up www.endfistula.com


� “ICCPR Article 2.1: Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and to ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.”


� “ICCPR Article 3: The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of all civil and political rights set forth in the present Covenant.3


� “ICCPR Article 4.1: In time of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and the existence of which is officially proclaimed, the States Parties to the present Covenant may take measures derogating from their obligations under the present Covenant to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures are not inconsistent with their other obligations under international law and do not involve discrimination solely on the ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin.”


� “ICCPR Article 25: Every citizen shall have the right and the opportunity, without any of the distinctions mentioned in article 2 and without unreasonable restrictions:


(a) To take part in the conduct of public affairs, directly or through freely chosen representatives;


(b) To vote and to be elected at genuine periodic elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret ballot, guaranteeing the free expression of the will of the electors;


(c) To have access, on general terms of equality, to public service in his country.


� “ICCPR Article 26: All persons are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to the equal protection of the law. In this respect, the law shall prohibit any discrimination and guarantee to all persons equal and effective protection against discrimination on any ground such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.”


� “ICESCR Article 2.2: The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to guarantee that the rights enunciated in the present Covenant will be exercised without discrimination of any kind as to race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.”


� “ICESCR Article 3: The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of all economic, social and cultural rights set forth in the present Covenant.”


� “ICESCR Article 7: The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the enjoyment of just and favourable conditions of work which ensure, in particular: (a) Remuneration which provides all workers, as a minimum, with: (i) Fair wages and equal remuneration for work of equal value without distinction of any kind, in particular women being guaranteed conditions of work not inferior to those enjoyed by men, with equal pay for equal work;”


� http://www.aftabnews.ir/prthwvnk.23nqkd.n22nu3ztatffgt.2.html
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